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A new collaborative platform

In my foreword for last year’s Activity Report, I wrote about the Paris Peace Forum putting a “platform” at the
service of those who want to invent new avenues to global governance based on solutions promoted by a large variety
of international stakeholders. "Platform" as a concept allowing the exchange of ideas, experiences, opinions, but also

helping novel collaborations take shape.

At that time, I obviously could not foresee that a virus named Covid-19 would compel us to build and operate a

“real” platform supporting a fully digital event for our 2020 edition.

As the pandemic spread throughout the planet, we decided early on to face a double challenge: 1) we would maintain
what has become a major international forum for our community; 2) we would work on different scenarios that
made a physical, or hybrid, or digital version possible—a significant risk indeed, which our partners agreed to take

with us.

I am glad (and, to be honest, relieved) that this challenge was successfully met. Confronting the virus and judoing
with it worked beyond my expectations thanks to the formidable energy released by this collective endeavor, as
testified by the numbers you will find in this report. Participants, partners, contractors, our teams all engaged and
pushed until the last day, and I am deeply grateful to and admirative of all of them.

In a way, Covid-19 turned an annual event in November with a platform into a brand-new collaborative platform

with an annual event.

A collaborative platform, an instrument on which we can now build to raise our ambition for the years to come:
more projects, more support to scale them up, more focus on urgent global issues that need not just conversations,

useful as they may be, but also impact with concrete solutions. More, not less, multilateralism.

The success of this third edition of the Paris Peace Forum will have been our modest contribution to fighting
together a virus that has hurt the people of our planet with what I believe cements our community: hope that we

can build a better world.

Pascal Lamy

President of the Paris Peace Forum



Three milestones for the third edition

2020 has been a dark year by many standards. Still, we made a difference by holding the third edition of the Paris
Peace Forum in the face of adversity. We kept the flame of international cooperation burning against closed borders
and closed minds. We fought vaccine nationalism with a push towards universal distribution. We convened the
most powerful forces of public investment and got them to commit to a greener future. And we gave light to those

leaders who want to rethink the principles of international politics for a better post-Covid-19 world.

In a way, this third edition felt like the inaugural one in 2018: a whole event built from scratch with little time,
given that a new lockdown was announced less than a month before the event. But it did not prevent us from
reaching three milestones:

1 A technical one, with an acclaimed online platform gathering 12,000 participants, including more than 80
heads of state, government, or international organization. This platform will be used again in the coming
years as part of a hybrid event.

1 A political one, with the participation of major heads of state, either live or via pre-recorded messages, and
with significant political achievements, on which we had been working for most of the year.

1 An institutional one, with the growing impact of the Forum in the media and the same high-level results
you would expect from a G7, G20, or WEF event in terms of deliverables.

But of course, the work of the team does not stop here. The Forum needs to walk on its two legs: it is an event, but
it is also a year-long global governance operator. We will increase our support to the projects we selected during this
third edition and ramp up our work incubating or assisting multi-actor initiatives. In doing so, we hope to contribute
to 2021 being a year of light for a recovering world.

Justin Vaisse
Director General of the Paris Peace Forum
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1.Third edition of the Paris

like no other

The sudden worldwide emergence of the Covid-19
epidemic directly affected the Paris Peace Forum's
preparation, both in terms of the themes covered by the
event and its operational implementation.

The program was successfully adapted to take account of
the significant restrictions surrounding the event's
construction, and, on a political level, the 2020 Paris
Peace Forum surpassed previous editions.

On the operational level, the Forum also had to reach
new agility and innovation levels, particularly by
delivering a cutting-edge digital event platform. This
dedicated platform enabled the Forum to expand its
reach to new players from an increasingly diverse range
of thematic and geographic horizons.

1.1 A program aligned with the global
governance challenges raised by the health
crisis

Given the international health crisis and its dramatic

consequences, the third edition of the Forum was mainly
devoted to the multi-stakeholder response to Covid-19,

Peace Forum:

on

an event






























































































































